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Category: new construction

Architecture: DLW architectes 
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Façade type: serrated profile
Façade colour: plain aluminium
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 PREFARENZEN 2021 

»The new ones in the 
Quartier Brut«

In 2016, DLW architectes – François Dussaux, Aurélien Lepoutre and Vincent Wattier – moved 
their office into a new building in the former wholesale district of the industrial city Nantes in 
western France. The building closes one of the many smaller gaps that was created after the 
migration of the labourers who used to work at large shipyards and warehouses. In addition to 
the challenge of ensuring that the rooms were relatively office-friendly despite a small footprint, 
François Dussaux and his team had to make do with relatively little façade surface area. The 
fact that the modest conditions were transformed into an eye-catcher has a lot to do with the 
architects’ feeling for their district and with the PREFA serrated profile in plain aluminium they 
used to cover the façade on Rue Marmontel.

François Dussaux
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Rue Marmontel
Rue Marmontel is located in a former residential 

and wholesale district of Nantes, halfway between 
the city’s historic centre and the river Loire. Many 
architects and creative minds have settled in this area 
today, but not too long ago, it was common to sell fish, 
fresh fruit and vegetables here. From Nantes, France 
and Europe were supplied with goods from overseas. 
However, when the neighbouring harbour of Nantes, 
Saint-Nazaire, was expanded towards the end of the 
20th century, it became more quiet in the district around 
Rue Marmontel. The wholesale markets moved away 
and left traces of their chaotic, loud and raw charm 
behind. Here and there, the façades of the market halls 
and warehouses remained and most of the houses in 
the district have little feeling for decor. Here, the city, 
the houses and the people show themselves without 
make-up. It is a “quartier brut” that may not be very 
chic, but certainly has a lot of room to experiment.

brut
It is important not to misunderstand the term “brut.” 
It stands for high-quality materials that are sustaina-
ble and robust and have a surface that radiates some-
thing special. François Dussaux, one of the founders of 
DLW, characterises them as materials “that are suffi-
cient in themselves.” The architects thought a lot about 
this idea when they started planning their own office 
building in 2015. For the façade, they wanted to use 
a material that already existed in the district in a dif-
ferent form and would create a contrast. DLW clearly 
wanted to visibly position themselves with their own 
project. For Rue Marmontel, the construction, rooms 
and lighting direction had to be as simple as possible. 
Therefore, they only structured the ground plan with 
a bicycle room on the ground floor, a small courtyard 
as well as a vertical access. They created the façade 
without protrusions or recesses and chose the PREFA 
serrated profile, which does not need any visible fas-
tenings and is characterised by a surface that looks like 
it changes colours in daylight.

“Any material that we use is of a 
very immediate and 
 corporeal quality.

”
A change in weather or the city and the new material 
“La lumière” is “très intéressante pour la façade,” as 
Dussaux tells us with a twinkle in his eye. He adds that
the weather can turn very quickly in Nantes, “often 
more than three times a day.” The façade of the small
office building should make this quality of the city 
graspable. Instead of a scratched wave, as is the case in
warehouses or wholesale markets, carefully extruded 
serrated profiles stretch upward on the side facing the 
street today. The colours and angles of the reflections 
on the zig-zag façade surface area change along with 
the sunlight. “In 2016, PREFA had not been on the 
French market for very long yet. We were interested 
in the new material,” as Dussaux mentions. DLW only 
refined the cubic structure with the corporeal material
wherever necessary, so that the contrast between exist-
ing structures and the new building would be clearly
visible. Therefore, a clear steel construction with a skin 
made of two millimetre thick extruded aluminium pro-
files in plain aluminium by PREFA seemed to be the 
ideal solution for the nearly 50 m² large vacant plot. 
The architects wanted a “high degree of resistance with 
as much structural simplicity as possible” on Rue Mar-
montel.
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From Paris to Nantes
According to the architects, the city of Nantes particu-
larly supports contemporary construction projects and
the use of modern materials. That is also the reason 
why DLW moved to Nantes twenty years ago. In 2000, 
they won the Europe-wide Europan competition with 
a study that suggested urban densification through 
so-called “stitches.” These are punctual, structural 
interventions that revitalise historical contexts with 
contemporary architecture. The project was actually 
planned in a Parisian suburb, but since it was not real-
ised in Paris and the city of Nantes showed an interest 
in it, they decided to move their office to Nantes. On 
a side note: The project that made DLW relocate to 
Nantes is located on Rue de Rieux, about a two  minute 
walk from their office on Rue Marmontel. It is obvious 
that they are familiar with the district’s character from 
their own personal experience.

Built business card
DLW placed the relatively narrow new construction 
between two heavy, stone-built suburban houses 
from the 19th century with the same intensity, rough 
materiality and honesty that used to characterise the 
wholesale markets and workshop houses. It is not a 
massive building, but a light and transparent one. One 
could say that it is rather a cleverly used space that has 
become the optical centre of Rue Marmontel due to its 
street façade. The building is practically the architects’ 
minimalistic business card. With its clear, expressive 
form, it lets old and new stand side by side.

A simply beautiful 
zig-zag design! 
Didier Bougeard has worked together with 
world famous architects and also with DLW 
in western France. 

He has been running his family business BDN Bardage 
in the small town of Lohéac for twenty years. Together 
with his seven employees, he specialises in façade and 
roof coverings as well as external insulation. When 
François Dussaux of DLW suggested the PREFA serrated 
profile for the 80 m2 façade on Rue Marmontel, it was a 
new material for Bougeard. Meanwhile, he is impressed 
with both the product and the technical support. After 
the good collaboration with the architects and with 
PREFA, he wants to work more with aluminium, 
convinced by its simple and unproblematic installation. 
They mounted the profile with PREFA sliding clips on a 
metal framework. No big deal? Not really, because the 
façade’s substructure, which Didier Bougeard also real-
ised together with DLW, was a challenge of its own. For 
Bougeard, the plain aluminium serrated profile is also 
perfect for the project on Rue Marmontel because there 
was not much space for construction work in the narrow 
street and the uncomplicated, quick mounting made 
things a lot simpler. On top of that, he likes the zig-zag 
design with its changing play of light.

cg
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